STANDARD FjpRM NO. 64 



.4 

Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

ATTN 

FROM 



; SBA 



* £ 

: se/fi/ops 



3 




SUBJECT : Operational Review, OBSTACLE/OBDURATE * 



date: 31 January 1955 



Herewith is an inf ernal resume of OBSTACLE/OBDORATE as I see it# 

It is hoped that portions of this reveiw at least may be helpful in your 
direction of this activity* C n's comments are attached. 



Attachments 

1* Operational Review, OBSTACLE/OBDORATE 

2# C J3*s comments, same subject (1 copy each) 
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PERSONNEL 




1* (a) KOLIQI, Ernest* fren SCUTARI) an intellectual; a cabinet member who 

••operated wild* Italian occupiers; has possible Vatican connections; and la 
a possible sub-agent to a German Intelligence agent* Subject's son* in 1949* 
was reported to be in touch with the Italian Intelligence Service concerning 
operations against Albania* 

(b) KRAJA, Shyti* (now OBDURATE) 

(•) GJOH MARGJOKI* 

MOTE * OBS TACIS is an outgrowth of CHARITY (Frier te 30 June 1952), which 
was a CIA operations designed te exploit a political emigre group In Rone 
(BO)* \ 

BACKGROUND 



2* Targets were* Albanians located in Albania, Yugoslavia, and Italy* Liaison 
with the Italian Naval Intelligence Service was and is evident* Contact 
with Individuals in the target area is maintained through open nail* In 1953 
there was considerable doubt among the senior staffs about the vortbvhileness 
of this operation) briefly, it was a conglomeration of PP, CB, and FI (or 
potential FI) activities* (The Project was renewed in April 1954 primarily 
to provide administrative mechanics to remove outstanding obligations* As 
early as 1952 the BH*s efforts were Judged to be non-opera tional and non- 
productive) Through this period of indecision, it was generally agreed that 
the Frojeot would not develop any agent infiltrations* It was thought, how- 
ever, that the Project would strengthen CIA-Italian liaison* One of the mare 
intriguing aspects of this project is the use of nine agents (correspondents) 
in Yugoslavia which, it was felt would provide son eluss in the search for 
Yugoslavia's real intentions toward Albania, and incidentally, disclose 
. the UDB's modus openandl* On 14 August 1954» OBSTACLE was terminated, except 
Iter FI elements which then were included in Project OBDURATE* 

3* Through the early years of this CIA-BKI association, (1950-1953)* the principal 
agents were consumed by Albanian emigre polities, were marked by Intrigues 
implicating Americans, Bri tains, and Italians, and schemes te enhance personal 
prestige* We know from experience that this is fairly normal to most exiled 
political groups* Happily, skepticism was exercised by CIA even then* Alse 
apparent were 0S0 and QFC entanglements which, in retrospect, acted more 
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